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Denton County Paralegal Association

TAPA UPDATE

Texas Alliance of Par al wag fotmedArs 198 dy at i on
representatives of local paralegal associations throughout the state of Texas

who joined together to exchange ideas regarding the development of the

paralegal profession. This annual conference is a much anticipated event

that continues to inspire and encourage paralegals. This was DCPA6s f i r st
time to host TAPA which was held at the Courtyard Marriott in Denton.

There was a leadership seminar on Friday, April 10" with three very

talented and inspiring speakers: Dianne Costa, Allen Mihecoby and Bobbie

Mitchell. The evening started with a scavenger hunt around the historic

downtown Courthouse Square followed by dinner at LSA Burgers and
dessertatBet h Mari eds Ol d Fashioned "wase Cr e
the leadership conference where delegates met to promote professional

growth and development. See pictures from the event on pages 9 - 12.

We would like to thank the following for their support.

Friday Break Sponsor i KoonsFuller Family Law
Friday Night Social Sponsor i Zoning-Info, Inc.
Saturday Break Sponsor i Stoffels & Associates, Inc.

Exhibitors
Compex
National Federation of Paralegal Associations, Inc.

Donators Conference Bags

Kim Tindall & Associates, LLC Compex

Food Donators Goodies

Chef Claudette Roberts ltés All About Swag
The Donut Shop Compex

Kolache Haven/Candy Haven Denton County Bar Association

Kroger Janel Stoffels & Associates

Nothing Bundt Cakes Kim Tindall & Associates

Party City KoonsFuller Family Law

Sambébs Club Hon. Judge Vicki Isaacks, Mediator

Door Prizes

Hayes, Berry, White & Vanzant, LLP, Jos

of Lewisville, Texas




2015 Officers

Cheryl Cooper, President
mlj@steelelawfirm.com

Melody Brackeen, President-Elect
mbrackeen@dentontexaslawyers.com

Pamela Snavely, Secretary/Parliamentarian

psnavely@hbwvlaw.com

Lisa Pittman, Treasurer
Ipittman@hbwvlaw.com

Kim Guertler, Historian
Kim.guertler@dentoncounty.com

2015 Committee Chairs

CLE, Michelle Beecher
mbeecher@dentonlaw.com

Fundraising, Melody Brackeen
mbrackeen@dentontexaslawyers.com

Legal Directory, Brandi Hunter
BHunter410@gmail.com

Membership, Sunnie Palmer
sunnie@zellmerlaw.com

Newsletter, Lisa Pittman
Ipittman@hbwvlaw.com

Social, Heather Walker
heather.walker@dentoncounty.com

TAPA,

Ad Hoc Scholarship,
Wanda Woodworth
wandawoodworth@dentoncounty.com
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Meeting Notice

The Denton County Paral egal willbs sn
Thursday, April 23, 2015 at noon at Oakmont Country Club, 1901
Oakmont Drive, Corinth, Texas.

The all-inclusive cost of lunch is $14.00 payable when you sign in.
We cannot accept debit or credit cards, or make change, so please
bring exact amount of cash or a check made payable to DCPA.

Did you knowée

Payments for the CLE Luncheon can now be made online. For more
information and online registration see Events/CLE Luncheon at
www.dentonparalegals.org.

RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED and can be made via e-mail to
Cheryl Cooper@mlj@steelelawfirm.com. The deadline to RSVP
is April 17, 2015.

Notice: We must notify Oakmont of the number attending prior
to the meeting for preparation of adequate food and seating
arrangement s. Those that have
seated first. We cannot guarantee that you will have seating or
food if you do not RSVP. Please note we are also required to bill
those individuals who make reservations and do not attend.

Directions to Oakmont
Oakmont Country Club is located in Corinth off 1-35 East between
Lewisville and Denton.

1 Exit4611 Shady Grove Road/Post Oak Drive

1 Turn west onto Post Oak Drive

1 Turn right (west) onto Robinson Road at stop sign

1

Turn left (south) onto Oakmont Drive i you will see an
Oakmont sign in the median

1 Turn right into Oakmont Country Club (second right)



mailto:Vicki@cmloveless.com
mailto:mbrackeen@dentontexaslawyers.com
mailto:BHunter410@gmail.com
mailto:gottigina@yahoo.com
mailto:lpittman@hbwvlaw.com
mailto:heather.walker@dentoncounty.com
mailto:georgya@cokerlaw.com
mailto:psnavely@hbwvlaw.com
mailto:lpittman@hbwvlaw.com
mailto:Kim.guertler@dentoncounty.com
http://www.dentonparalegals.org/
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AGENDA FOR MEETING

Date:

Place:

Time:

1.

2.

April 23, 2015
Oakmont Country Club
1901 Oakmont Drive
Corinth, Texas 76210
Noon
Welcome members and guests

Old Business
a. Approve March meeting Minutes

b. Approve MarchTr easur er 0s Report

c. Announcement on 2015 TAPA Leadership Seminar and Conference
New Business

a. Social Committee Chair - announce upcoming social and events.

Introduction of Speakers

CLE Chair, Michelle Beecher, to introduce attorney, Brian T. Cartwright of
Alagood, Cartwright & Burke, P.C.

Announcements

Adjournment
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President s Message
By: Cheryl Cooper

LGQa !'LINAE X F2f1ad 2 KSNBZ 2K ¢gKSNB>X KFra GKS &SI N 3
YR &a2YS8S 2F e2dz 326G G2 GAraArd GKS 5Fffla ! NDb2NBldzyrQa

| hope you were able to make our March luncheon. Our CLE Chair, Michelle Beecher, arranged for newly
elected Denton County Clerk, Juli Luke, and members of her staff to comk spes. Ms. Luke brought
historical pieces for viewing and presented a wonderful Power Point presentation. She provided some historical
background on Denton County records lost years ago due to multiple fires allegedly set by an infamous
Dentonite, geneally believed as an effort to destroy criminal records and evidence related to himself and his
cronies. Ms. Luke agreed to provide us with her impressive Power Point presentation so we could upload it to
2dzNJ 6S0aAGS F2NJ 2dzNJ Y 9ndte ® péruQe hezdPSwer Point.f I1Si$ aal@ndyirefdreédce I Y
3dzA RS F2NJ 6KS 5S8Syi2y /2dzyide /fSN)IQa 2FFAOS aiayOS aa
January 1.

This month, for our April J%CLE lunckon, Michelle Beecher has arranged fatorney Brian Cartwrighto

come speak to us aboithics for the Attorney and Paralegél LQY adz2NB aAOKSttS gAff
to provide, in addition to what Mr. Cartwright presents. It promises to &l@able and interesting information

that we can all benefit from. | would swear that some attorneys and judges have never even read the Texas

[ F628SNR&A / NBSRo® LQY OSNIIAYy GKIFIG AF (GKS& RAR F2ff.
attending the April 28 CLE luncheon, please send me an emailni@steelelawfirm.conand let me know if

you plan on eating, or not. You can register and pay for the luncheon on our website too. Our website
www.dentonparalegals.org The deadline to RSVP or register is Apfilsbrwe can give Oakmont an accurate



mailto:mlj@steelelawfirm.com
http://www.dentonparalegals.org/
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headcount. Due to the construction at Oakmont Country Club, we &ill iy G KS {d® ! yRNB s Qa
the far left of wherewe have traditionally met in the past.

{SOSNIt 2F @&2dz 3 BS YS a2YS FSSRol Ol to2dzi GKS FT22R
the staff and chef. Thechef@wa G NBEAY 3 (G2 R2 a2YSGKAYy3 yaSorSaz2 S @& oy
food. Please email me and let me know the type of food you like or have enjoyed in the past so | can relay that
information to Oakmont. They really want to please us and ke@pmembers/attendees happy. They are

making some overall changes in their construction which will eventually include 2 entrees, a salad and soup bar,
as well as their traditional sides, rolls, and dessert.

Heather Walker and her Social Committee planaddn event at Brunswick Bowling Alley on Marcf.1®CPA
provided shoes and lanes for 2 hours. We have some talented members who can bowl, but regardless of how
6Stf 6S RAR-iwdd aRot 6t {0R (Thedaremter with the highest score waarded 2 Cinemark

movie passes. Be sure to check out our website for more information on upcoming Socials and events. Their
Scavenger Hunt/Ice Cream Social is scheduled for Thursday, Mépi%6-8 p. m.

| can report that our TAPA Leaxdhip Seminar and Conference held here in Denton on Aptitl1@015, at the
Courtyard Marriott was a great success. The TAPA Committee did a great job preparing for, planning, and
pulling off this event. Be sure to check out the photos on our Facepagk. #2015TAPA should bring up

Ydzt GALIX S LRRada FyR LK2G2a0 { dzy Yy A S Texad A¥ighowl of PhiBidgal SR |
Associations (G KIF G KFra &a2YS IRRAGAZ2YIf LK2G2a FyR LRadao
the TAPA event that will be presented to you at our June business meeting. As a recap, the Leadership Seminar
on Friday hosted 3 speakers, Dianne Costa, Bobbie Mitchell, and Allen Mihecoby. Pam Snavely was chiefly
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responsibé for the seminar which went smoothly and garnered rave reviews. Allen Mihecoby, an outstanding

LI NF £ SAFf FNARASYR (2 5/ t! I Geiib Bl®ged B:RPowerirtg Vg theNParalegal v {
Professiom ¢ LG ¢ & Y204A @hhadagred boyde dpgall tolisNdmétiin® later this year and
share his Power Point presentation. Sunnie Palmer was chiefly responsible for obtaining sponsors and
exhibitors for the event. We were so pleased to have local, statewide, and other splipstrshelp offset

costs for our event. We will post the vendor/sponsor page and other information on donors on our webpage.
This information will also be outlined in our report. Lisa Pittman received, tracked, and processtthall
registrations forthe event and served as Registrar at the actual event. Lisa and | worked together to insure our
guests were provided with all the information and matesitiley needed for the event. Melody Brackeen was

chiefly responsible for providing, preparing, dndNNJ y 3Ay 3 (GKS F22R FT2NJ 0KS S@Sy
a chef and prepared an impressive array of food for our attendees. Pam Snavely and Kim Guertler prepared and
orchestrated a Scavenger Hunt for attendees representing multiple associationsdathe state of Texas to
Discover Dentoat the historic downtown Denton Square. The attendees put their full effort into the activity.

We had a lot of fun sharing photos and videos of their antics. Afterward, we ate at LSA Burger, Co. The
weather,F22 RYX YR YdzaA 0O ¢SNB 3INBIF o 2S FAYAAKSR AG 27F1
On Saturday, each association presented their report to the group. My thanks to all of the above named ladies
for donating their time and talents to makhis event a success. | think DCPA has earned a positive reputation
among other associations and state leaders as a result of 2015 TAPA.

Happy [ Happy [
Mother's Mother’s
Day = Day r-.‘
——\ ——\C

a2liKSNRa 51e& gAftt KFEGS FENBFRe GF1Sy LXIFOS o6ST2NB
mothers and grandmothers. | sincerely hope you have a blessed day with your loved ones and that those who
are fortunate enough to still have their mothers make them feel loved and appreciated on the special day set
FAARS (G2 K2y2N (kn8ay®ay16 200K SNRa 51 & Aa {dz

| F LI az2dKSNDRa 51 &
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Benefits of Membership
In The Denton County
Paralegal Association

Include:

Receipt of the monthly issue of
The Verdict

Free Accredited CLE at monthly
meetings

Continuing Legal Education
seminars on various topics

Job Bank

Motivation

Networking with other paralegals
in Denton County

Professional growth through
participation

Communication and promotion of
professional conduct and
responsibility

Continued individual and
professional growth as paralegals

Birthdays

Our members wittMay Brthdays are:

Georgya Rankin (5/4)
Alice Hawes (5/5)
Kathy Klein (5/11)
Allison Matrtin (5/16)
Linda Lewis (5/20)
Ali Silva (5/20)
Daphina Park (5/25)

Hope each of you will haveHappy Birthday!

Membership News

Please encourage those paralegals and others in the legal field, whom are not
currently members, to join.If you know of anyone who would like to join,
please contacBunnie Palmerat sunnie@zllmerlaw.com

Employment Opportunity

Paraleqgal
Wanted civil litigation paralegal with an absolute minimum of 5 years extensive

civil litigation experienceSalary range $50,000 to $60,000 per year depending
on experience. Send resume gkuzmich@kuzmichlaw.carmaris)

Client Relations Manager/Business Development Director

Position open for personable individual with general Iegatkground,
preferably with sales or marketing experienceMust have computer
knowledge (Groupwise, basic computer software, calendar system), excellent
verbal communication skills, and ability neanageheavy incoming calls.
Salary commensurate with experiencé&ull time position with long term
potential for growth. Ideal candidate would be a Denton resident active in the
community. Please forward your resume tiwhite @hbwvlaw.coma/is)



mailto:skuzmich@kuzmichlaw.com
mailto:dwhite@hbwvlaw.com
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Support Our Sustaining Members

Please help support our Sustaining Members by calling them when you have a
project that needs outside support. Remember it is through their continued support
and generosity that DCPA is able to provide social events at a low cost.

Stewart Process Service, Inc. The Reporting Professionals
Bruce G. Stewart Cheryl K. Perlich

110 Sheraton Place 2925 Country Club Road, Suite 104
Denton, Texas 76209 Denton, Texas 76210

Phone: 94€867-4643 Phone: 94:184-6053

Fax: 940484-0999 Fax: 948184-6054

Emailg stewartprocess@verizon.net Emailg reportingpros@shcglobal.net
Stoffels & Associates, Inc. County Process Service

Janel M. Stoffels Fred Bowles

207 W. Hickory St., Ste. 304 159 Sunny Side Lane

Denton, Exas 76201 Valley View, Texas 76272

Phone: 946659797 Phone: 94063900914

Fax: 9466659197 Email- foowles@ntin.net

Emailg jmstoffels@aol.com



mailto:stewartprocess@verizon.net
mailto:reportingpros@sbcglobal.net
mailto:fbowles@ntin.net
mailto:jmstoffels@aol.com
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TAPA UPDATE CON

Al TEXAS ALLIANCE OF PARALEGAL ASSOCIATIONS

2015 LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

TAPA 2015:
Finding Your True North

HOSTED BY:

Denton County Paralegal Association
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