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2023 OFFICERS2023 OFFICERS2023 OFFICERS
Kristina Chiarelli, President
kchiarelli@hbwvlaw.com

Renita Murphy, President-
Elect/Treasure
rmurphy@hbwvlaw.com

Sharron Dowdle, Secretary
sharron@littlefamilylawfirm.com

Jennifer Earhart, Historian
jearhart@hbwvlaw.com

2023 COMMITTEE CHAIRS2023 COMMITTEE CHAIRS2023 COMMITTEE CHAIRS
CLE, Lisa Bowles

lisa@koonsfuller.com

Fundraising, Nicole Smith
nsmith@hbwvlaw.com

Membership, Alicia Spencer
alicia.spencer@untsystem.edu

Newsletter, Amy Dugger
adugger@hbwvlaw.com

Social, Kristina Chiarelli
kchiarelli@hbwvlaw.com

Scholarship, Renita Murphy
rmurphy@hbwvlaw.com

Reach out to us with questions, suggestions or to volunteer.
 We’d love to hear from you!
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Meeting Notice

Did you know....

The Denton Paralegal Association's next business meeting will be on
Thursday, October 19, 2023 via Zoom.

CLE Committee working hard
Special Shout out to the CLE committee for doing such a great job. 

Ask your attorney to consider presenting a CLE and let us know if you
have any questions.

Each year in Texas, October 23rd is recognized as Paralegal Day to
honor and  celebrate the paralegal community. Beginning in 2005, the
Texas House of Representatives signed proclamations acknowledging
October 23 as “Paralegal Day” for one or two years at a time. However,
on January 22, 2009, the Texas Senate issued Proclamation No. 1144,
declaring October 23rd to be Texas Paralegal Day indefinitely.
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September CLE Speaker - Jim Ashmore 
"Mediation and Arbitration" 

Mr. Ashmore attended law school at the University of Tulsa College of Law and received his
Juris Doctor in 1992. While at Tulsa, he was a Visiting Scholar at the Southern Methodist
University Dedman School of Law.  Mr. Ashmore arrived in Denton County in 1997. He
currently plays an active role in the North Texas legal community, which has included being
a past President of the Denton County Bar Association. Mr. Ashmore is a credentialed
mediator and a certified ad litem. 

Before practicing law, Mr. Ashmore spent a little more than a decade as a radio disc jockey,
and  he spent time working in real estate. But his true calling was the law, and the way he
has handled his family law, mediation, and probate practice has resulted in receiving
various honors and accolades in an industry where it’s important to stand out for the right
reasons.
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August CLE Speaker - Sarah A. Darnell
“Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act “

Sarah is a 2006 graduate of Oklahoma City
University School of Law. She has always
known that she wanted to practice family
law. During law school she began focusing
her career in the area of family law by
obtaining a limited license to practice law
in the state of Oklahoma. She was also a
summer law clerk for the Honorable Judge
Marilea Lewis of the 330th District Court in
Dallas County, Texas. In 2012 she became
Board Certified in the area of Family Law
by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization.
Prior to joining Lewis, Passons & Darnell in
2020, Sarah worked for several well-
respected and well-known DFW area family
law firms.



Page 6

T H E  V E R D I C T
October 2023

The Honorable Sherry Shipman - 
July CLE Speaker

"Get in Touch with the 16th Judicial District Court, 
Denton County, Texas"

Sherry Shipman received her undergraduate degree from
University of North Texas and her J.D. from Texas Wesleyan
University School of Law. Prior to her judicial election,
Shipman was a shareholder at Shipman Steppick. She began
her career at the firm of Shannon, Gracey, Ratliff and Miller,
L.L.P, gaining experience in that firm’s civil litigation section.
For two and a half years, Ms. Shipman was a Denton County
Assistant Criminal District Attorney and represented the
State of Texas in hundreds of cases involving criminal
matters and the termination of parental rights in cases of
child neglect or abuse. Since 2004, Ms. Shipman has practiced
in the area of civil litigation, primarily in Denton.

https://ballotpedia.org/J.D.
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Ellen Lockwood - June CLE Speaker
"Review of Ethical Canons, Violation Trends, and New Issues"

Ellen Lockwood, ACP, RP, received her Bachelor of Music degree from Southwestern
University and her paralegal certificate from Southwestern Professional Institute. She is a
past president of the Paralegal Division of the State Bar of Texas and Chair of the
Professional Ethics Committee of the Division. Ellen is the lead author of the Division’s
Paralegal Ethics Handbook published by Thomson Reuters. 

She is also a past president of the Alamo Area Paralegal Association and a frequent speaker
and writer on paralegal ethics. In 2008, Ellen was honored to receive the San Antonio
Paralegal of the Year award and the Paralegal Division’s Award of Excellence. She has more
than thirty years paralegal experience, including 17 years in-house. She is currently a
trademark paralegal with Schwegman, Lundberg & Woessner.
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May 

July

June 

August

Kristina Chiarelli
Jennifer Cline
Alice Hawes
Linda Lewis

Ali Silva
Dara Warren

Martha Gallegos
Lily Lord

Donna Miller

Alicia Spencer

LaKesha Bell
Melissa Boyd

Melody Brackeen
Denise Davis

Diana Dillinger
Tina Gamez

Janene Koiner
Aurora Moreno
Haley Tarango

Landra K. Turner
Kyra Wright

September
Madison Duehr

Jennifer Earhart
Estina Reynolds

Nicole Smith
Ethan Thames

Shannon Worley

April
Priscilla Brooks
Melissa Hopkins

Christi Leija
Miranda Miller
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Past Events
wellness daywellness daywellness day

Wellness Day at Lifetime Fitness in Alliance was a rejuvenating time,
participating in yoga, lunch, pickleball and more. 

Cookie Decorating WORKSHOPCookie Decorating WORKSHOPCookie Decorating WORKSHOP
Kim Durbin’s Cookie Decorating Workshop was also a hit, complete with kits

to make our own Easter cookies that tasted as good as they looked! 
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Paralegals of the Month
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Sustaining Members
Support our Sustaining members by calling them when you have a project that needs
outside support. Remember it is through their continued support and generosity that

DCPA is able to provide social events at low cost.

Board-Certified Texas Law Firm

Texas Attorneys with More than 200 Years of Combined Experience
Serving Clients throughout the Denton, Tarrant, Collin, and Cooke Counties,

our firm delivers effective advice and advocacy in several legal practice areas, including
Denton Office

512 West Hickory, Suite 100
Denton, Texas 76201
Phone: 940-387-3518

Fax: 940-383-4387



Page 17

T H E  V E R D I C T
October 2023

Sustaining Members

Darcy Loveless
1300 Fulton Street

Denton, Texas 76201
940-387-3776

https://cmloveless.com/contact/

Support our Sustaining members by calling them when you have a project that needs
outside support. Remember it is through their continued support and generosity that

DCPA is able to provide social events at low cost.
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Our goal is to provide each sponsor a value through marketing and direct involvement with our
legal community here in Denton County. We look forward to getting to know you!

Sponsorship Level:

Diamond Sponsor- $1500.00

• Sustaining membership subscription period for 1 year. 
• Full access to all events, meetings, newsletters, and online resources.
• Your firm or company name, logo, contact information, your services, and biography will
be listed and displayed on our website, social media page, and event. 
• Your firm or company name will be named as a sponsor to our website. 
• Opportunity to list up to four ads in our quarterly newsletter “The Verdict.” 
• Custom banner with your firm or company on display at the Spring CLE. 
• Invitation to the 2023 Spring CLE as a VIP guest. 
• Special shoutout by President Kristina Chiarelli at the Spring CLE which will be hosted at
the Denton County Courthouse on May 5, 2023. 
• Two complimentary invitations to our annual Christmas Social.
• Two complimentary invitations to each of our social events.
• Recognition at each of our social events.

Platinum Sponsor- $1000.00

• Sustaining membership subscription period for 1 year. 
• Full access to all events, meetings, newsletters, and online resources. 
• Your firm or company name, logo, contact information, your services, and biography will be
listed and displayed on our website, social media page, and event. 
• Opportunity to list up to four ads in our quarterly newsletter “The Verdict.” 
• Custom banner with your firm or company on display at the Spring CLE. 
• Invitation to the 2023 Spring CLE as a VIP guest.
• Special shoutout by President Kristina Chiarelli at the Spring CLE which will be hosted at the
Denton County Courthouse on May 5, 2023. 
• Two complimentary invitations to our annual Christmas Social. 
• Two complimentary invitations to each of our social events. 
• Recognition at each of our social events.

Sponsorship
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Gold Sponsor- $750.00

• Sustaining membership subscription period for 1 year. 
• Full access to all events, meetings, newsletters, and online resources. 
• Your firm or company name, logo, contact information, your services, and biography will
be listed and displayed on our website, social media page, and event. 
• Opportunity to list up to two ads in our quarterly newsletter “The Verdict.”
• Custom banner with your firm or company on display at the Spring CLE. 
• Special shoutout by President Kristina Chiarelli at the Spring CLE which will be hosted at
the Denton County Courthouse on May 5, 2023. 
• One complimentary invitation to our annual Christmas Social. 
• One complimentary invitation to each of our social events. 
• Recognition at each of our social events.

Silver Sponsor- $500.00

• Sustaining membership subscription period for 1 year. 
• Full access to all events, meetings, newsletters, and online resources. 
• Your firm or company name, logo, contact information, your services, and biography
will be listed and displayed on our website, social media page, and event. 
• Opportunity to list up to one ad in our quarterly newsletter “The Verdict.” 
• Custom sign with your firm or company on display at the Spring CLE. 
• Special shoutout by President Kristina Chiarelli at the Spring CLE which will be hosted at
the Denton County Courthouse on May 5, 2023. 
• Recognition at each of our social events.

Bronze Sponsor- $250.00
• Sustaining membership subscription period for 1 year. 
• Full access to all events, meetings, newsletters, and online resources. 
• Your firm or company name and logo will be listed and displayed on our website,
social media page, and event. 
• Custom sign with your firm or company on display at the Spring CLE. 
• Special shoutout by President Kristina Chiarelli at the Spring CLE which will be hosted
at the Denton County Courthouse on May 5, 2023. 
• Recognition at each of our social events.

If you are not interested in sponsoring at any of the tiered levels mentioned above, please consider donating
to the Denton County Paralegal Association on a different level. Community sponsors are the primary source

of funding and will help ensure our success! 
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Sponsor Name: ________________________________________________________________

Sponsor Address: _______________________________________________________________

Sponsor Email Address: ________________________________________________________

Enclosed is my one-time donation to the Denton County Paralegal Association in the amount of:

___$50.00 ___$100.00 ___$150.00 ___$200.00 

___ Other amount: $________________ (specify)      
 

____  I have a door prize and/or a gift certificate/card(s) to donate.  Please have someone contact
me.

____  Enclosed is my check

____  Please charge my ____ Visa   ____ MasterCard   ____ American Express ____ Discover

 Card Number: _________________________ Expiration Date: ______________

 Billing Address:  _______________________________ Security Code:  ___________

 Signature: ______________________________________________________________

You can also pay using our website at https://www.dentonparalegals.org/

The Denton County Paralegal Association would like to thank you in advance for your support!

Please e-mail your company logo to kchiarelli@hbwvlaw.com

Please mail forms and checks to:    Questions:
(**all donation receipts will be sent by email)  Kristina Chiarelli, President

Denton County Paralegal Association   940-341-2362
P. O.  Box 2641      Tax Exempt#02-0778532

Denton, Texas 76201 
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